
 

Good Evening! 

I hope you all had a nice Thanksgiving holiday. For this newsletter, I 
would like to emphasize how disputes with your homeowners 
association ("HOA") can spiral out of control because of the issue of 
attorney's fees. 

In our firm, we have represented many homeowners in disputes with 
their homeowners associations. Sometimes these disputes make their 
way to the court system. Whether it is a dispute over alleged past due 
assessments, the condition of your yard, or other compliance concerns, 
the issue of attorney's fees looms large and can be a trap for the unwary 
homeowner. 

Let me briefly explain how this goes down: 

Your HOA sends you a letter saying that you owe a $25 late fee. You 
dispute the late fee, so you call up the association and even attend the 
next board meeting, and they refuse to waive the fee. The association 
threatens to refer the matter to its attorney if the fee is not paid.  

Next you receive a letter from the law firm representing the association. 
The letter says that you owe $25 for the late fee plus $250 for attorney's 
fees. Now your $25 problem has quickly become a $275 problem. 

You call the HOA's lawyer and argue about the situation. The lawyer 
probably is charging your account for the time spent discussing your 
account with you. After the call, you are even more frustrated and now 
your balance will be even higher because the lawyer just charged your 
account for the time spent on the phone call. 

Next you receive another letter from the lawyers. Now the attorney's 
fees are up to $500 so now your $25 problem is a $525 problem. This 
letter threatens a lien and a foreclosure suit unless you pay the full 
amount demanded. 

Standing by your principles, you refuse to pay the full amount 
demanded, which includes the attorney's fees you find to be unjustified. 
Next you are served with a lawsuit by the HOA's lawyers. Because the 
lawyers have drafted the lawsuit and the HOA has incurred filing fees 



 

and service of process fees, your $25 problem is probably more 
than a $2,000 problem. 

The issue: the HOA's governing documents permit the association to 
recover reasonable attorney's fees incurred and Florida 
Statute 720.3085 permits the HOA to recover reasonable attorney's fees 
for any action to foreclose on its lien. The HOA is not required to accept 
any particular settlement offers and is entitled to seek the full amount 
it claims to be due. 

This puts the homeowner in a dangerous situation that can spiral out of 
control and sometimes even lead to the foreclosure and loss of 
your home, even if you are current on your mortgage. 

The obvious takeaway: if you are having a dispute with your 
HOA, resolve it as quickly as possible, preferably before the 
HOA gets its lawyers involved. If the HOA is not working with 
you in good faith, contact a competent consumer attorney as 
soon as possible. 

The Florida Legislature could do something about this by 
amending Section 720.3085, but I would not hold my breath on that 
happening.  

I hope this information will be helpful to you! 

We are archiving all of our newsletters, so if any of you would like to 
review any of the previous newsletters, you can read them by 
clicking HERE. 

Thank you for reading and I hope you have a great evening. 

Best, 

Ryan Torrens, Consumer Litigation Attorney 

Disclaimer: The information provided in this email does not, and is not 
intended to, constitute legal advice; instead, all information, content, 
and materials available in this email is for general informational 
purposes only. 

                                        www.torrenslawgroup.com 

http://click1.ryantorrens.com/f/a/pennsB2bd3TDXI3G6DAsUg~~/AAPPAAA~/RgRf0AugP0RxaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sZWcuc3RhdGUuZmwudXMvc3RhdHV0ZXMvaW5kZXguY2ZtP0FwcF9tb2RlPURpc3BsYXlfU3RhdHV0ZSZVUkw9MDcwMC0wNzk5LzA3MjAvU2VjdGlvbnMvMDcyMC4zMDg1Lmh0bWxXA3NwY0IKACqghu1dgmkQSVIRbHZ3aXR0M0B5YWhvby5jb21YBAAAAAg~
http://click1.ryantorrens.com/f/a/pennsB2bd3TDXI3G6DAsUg~~/AAPPAAA~/RgRf0AugP0RxaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sZWcuc3RhdGUuZmwudXMvc3RhdHV0ZXMvaW5kZXguY2ZtP0FwcF9tb2RlPURpc3BsYXlfU3RhdHV0ZSZVUkw9MDcwMC0wNzk5LzA3MjAvU2VjdGlvbnMvMDcyMC4zMDg1Lmh0bWxXA3NwY0IKACqghu1dgmkQSVIRbHZ3aXR0M0B5YWhvby5jb21YBAAAAAg~
http://click1.ryantorrens.com/f/a/pennsB2bd3TDXI3G6DAsUg~~/AAPPAAA~/RgRf0AugP0RxaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sZWcuc3RhdGUuZmwudXMvc3RhdHV0ZXMvaW5kZXguY2ZtP0FwcF9tb2RlPURpc3BsYXlfU3RhdHV0ZSZVUkw9MDcwMC0wNzk5LzA3MjAvU2VjdGlvbnMvMDcyMC4zMDg1Lmh0bWxXA3NwY0IKACqghu1dgmkQSVIRbHZ3aXR0M0B5YWhvby5jb21YBAAAAAg~
http://click1.ryantorrens.com/f/a/XvqEyJOf9wvCdeKAlvEstQ~~/AAPPAAA~/RgRf0AugP0QraHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudG9ycmVuc2xhd2dyb3VwLmNvbS9uZXdzbGV0dGVyc1cDc3BjQgoAKqCG7V2CaRBJUhFsdndpdHQzQHlhaG9vLmNvbVgEAAAACA~~
http://click1.ryantorrens.com/f/a/vDHrQ0JtawrzxGcNp9PatA~~/AAPPAAA~/RgRf0AugP0QgaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudG9ycmVuc2xhd2dyb3VwLmNvbS9XA3NwY0IKACqghu1dgmkQSVIRbHZ3aXR0M0B5YWhvby5jb21YBAAAAAg~


 

                                         Facebook: RyanforFL 

 

 

 

You are receiving this email because you opted in during the Ryan Torrens Campaign or via our website. 

You can contact us at 4016 Henderson Blvd., Suite D, Tampa, Florida 33629. Want to change how you 

receive these emails?  

You can unsubscribe from this list. 

 

http://click1.ryantorrens.com/f/a/p-BRYzWr1tSFFGh58EyyCw~~/AAPPAAA~/RgRf0AugP0QjaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL1J5YW5mb3JGTC9XA3NwY0IKACqghu1dgmkQSVIRbHZ3aXR0M0B5YWhvby5jb21YBAAAAAg~
https://unsubscribe.emaildeputy.com/unsub?p=MIx1XmC3L68bsWAUU04Zfc8MCz3xmbEFr%2FrfbBhMIhF0cmJdZK0JIow6m8ulo3Emt2F%2FkKFaoK9kHtxpqsT%2FgnsTxtjnhD73GLUWMu56KuRCOGkrVneJhwPzp%2BnaoeB9XdglA7dPVJtjwByBfUGy0cxjFXmSECXkZI%2B5DhVYJi3AKCEWweiz9HIG8d81QkS7xIjvK5Uz7%2B85F15ijizwKw%3D%3D

